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òThe Parish Newsó 
August 2010 

In Luke 11:1-13 (the Gospel reading for 
Sunday, July 25

th
) Jesus teaches his dis-

ciples to pray using the Lordôs Prayer. In 
Ephesians 6:18, the Apostle Paul en-
courages Christians to ñPray at all times 
in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplica-
tion. To that end keep alert with all perse-
verance, making supplication for all the 
saintsé.ò 

 
We are in the middle of summer. We tend to think that during the 
summer that there is nothing going on. There may be no school 
for our children, but many of them attend various kinds of camps. 
People may spend some time on a vacation. We may not have 
Sunday School classes, but we do continue to have worship 
throughout the summer. My point is that there are plenty people 
and events for us to keep in our prayers. 
 
Certainly we should pray for our children every day no matter 
what they are doing. Vacations often involve traveling and so we 
could pray for protection and traveling safely for those who are on 
the roads. We can pray for our Sunday School classes coming up 
and for the teachers who will be teaching those classes. We have 
people who are getting ready to be married. We have families 
whose children will be baptized in the next few weeks. And there 
are those struggling with health issues ï cancer, depression and 
allergies, just to name a few. 
 
We also have a very important decision to make as a congrega-
tion ï what church affiliation do we want and what will be best for 
us as we move beyond our decision to discontinue our affiliation 
with the ELCA. 
 
All these things and more are opportunities for pray. Godôs word 
tells us ñpray at all timesò, ñpray without ceasingò, and ñpray ear-
nestly day and night.ò As we live through each day and as we 
look ahead and plan for the future, let us keep alert for the people 
and events about which we should pray. Let us pray about every-
thing. 
 
Have a great rest of the summer! See you at worship! 
 

Pastor Erik Johnson 



 

 

July 14, 2010 

Ketchup (Catch Up) Picnic 
replaced the church council meeting in 

July.  Check out the results below: 

 

Good, delicious food cooked and served 

by the church council and spouses!!!  

Thank you council and spouses!!! 

 

Lots of fun and fellowship by approxi-

mately 81 people that attended.  Those 

that didnõt attend were missedéé.. 

Hopefully you can join us next year!!! 

 

Thank you to everyone that helped out 

in one way or another with the picnic.  

Total contributions for the picnic, as of 

the printing of this newsletter, came to 

$4,831.75. 

 

The next church council meeting is 

August 9th at 7:00 pm. 

First Lutheran has changed their 

e-mail address to: 

 

flc@westriv.com 

 

Please note the change in your address 

book.  Our old e-mail address will only 

be good for another one or two months. 

Memorial Service honoring 

Ruben Brunmeier 

 

Veterans Memorial Cemetery 

Mandan, ND 

 

August 18, 2010 

10:00 AM 

Katie Narum Miyamoto 

will be with us at the 

August 22nd worship service. 

 

Join us to hear what Katie has to say 

about her missionary work in Japan. 

 

Stay after the worship service and visit 

with Katie!  Watch the bulletins for a 

possible potluck meal! 



 

 

J Thank you to LeAnn Richard and 
Jeneen Loe for helping put the July 
newsletter together for mailing. 

J Thank you to the Jim Kaiser and 
Dwight Rasmussen families for taking 
care of the cemetery up by Cenex in 
June.  Also to  the Rick Richard and 
Kim Zimmerman families for taking 
care of the cemetery in July. 

J Thank you to George and Jordan 
Swanson for cleaning the church gut-
ters. 

J Thank you to Brent Petersen and Rick 
Richard for leading the worship ser-
vices while Pastor Erik was on vaca-
tion. 

The following are additions to the list of men and women who are currently serving 
as Active Duty Military Personnel since our last newsletter update.  We are asking 

members of the congregation to please send these soldiers a card to show our 
support for their service to our country.  If you know of anyone that should be in-

cluded in this list, please contact LeAnn Richard, Arlene Schwarz or Sharon 
Chrest.  Addresses will be updated in the bulletins and newsletters as 

information is available.  Thank You. 

Sgt. Chad D. Haugtvedt 
United States Marine Corp 
1807D E. De La Garza 
Yuma, AZ  85365 

TSgt. Zachary Miller 
386 EOG/737 EAS 
APO AE  09855 

Rally Sunday 

September 12, 2010 

 

Looking for: 

Sunday School teachers and subs 

 

Please contact: 

Stacey Scheresky at 462-3959 

if you are willing to help out. 

 

Donõt wait for her to call you 

or you may miss out on the class 

you would like to teach or 

the opportunity of a life time. 

 

You may be missed if you donõt call first!!! 

REMINDER: 

 

Whenever you move, please notify the church office of 

your new address.  If you donõt, it costs the church $.50 to 

get your address change from the post office. 

 

Help save the church some money! 



 

 

Memorial Gifts Given to Special Funds 
(Sunday, July 4 to Sunday, July 25) 

Fund given to & by whom In Memory of 
 
Building Fund by: ................................................ $20.00 
Leroy & Arlene Bender ............................... Jane Stevens 
Leroy & Arlene Bender ............................ Ward Eichhorst 
 
Building Handicap by: ........................................... $0.00 
 
Camp of The Cross by: ....................................... $30.00 
A.J. & Doddie Kuntz (2 times) ........................ Keith Kuntz 
 
Cemetery Fund by: .............................................. $20.00 
Brenda Petersen ............................................. Mike Lester 
Brenda Petersen ........................................ Emma Schuler 
 
Confirmation Display by: ...................................... $0.00 
 
General Fund by: ................................................. $15.00 
Monte & Victoria Carvell ............ George W. Swanson Sr. 
 
Global Missions by: ............................................... $0.00 
 
Library by: .............................................................. $0.00 
 
Lutheran Social Services by: ............................... $0.00 
 
Lutheran World Relief by: ..................................... $0.00 
 
Mercy Fund by: ...................................................... $0.00 
 
Music Fund by: .................................................... $10.00 
Arden & Sande Wagner ............. George W. Swanson Sr. 
 
Parking Lot Fund by: ........................................... $35.00 
A.J. & Doddie Kuntz ....................................... Keith Kuntz 
Dick & Carla Bickert .................................. Ward Eichhorst 
Dick & Carla Bickert ................... George W. Swanson Sr. 
 
Sunday School by: .............................................. $10.00 
Sharon Chrest ........... In honor of Orlin & Ivadell Larsonôs 
 50th Anniversary 
 
Vacation Bible School by: .................................... $0.00 
 
World Hunger by: .................................................. $0.00 
 
Worship Fund by: .................................................. $0.00 
 

 
 

The persons listed below were 
prayed for by request at worship 

this past month through 
July 25: 

 
 

§ Sharon Sauer 

§ Ruth Schulz McLaucklin 

§ Family of Roger Keller on his death - Friends of 

A.J. & Doddie Kuntz 

§ Our Military - both at home and abroad 

§ Jon - Sharon Nelsonôs cousin 

§ Lawrence Haas - Sharon Nelsonôs Uncle 

§ Ernie Varty - Brother to Ivadell Larson 

§ Matthew Richard 

§ Irene Glasser - Aunt of A.J. Kuntz 

§ Ron Forness 

§ For aged, alone & lonely people - May they find 

peace through Jesus Christ, Our Lord 

§ First Lutheran as we make our decision in the 

coming weeks on our affiliation 

§ Lori Beaudry & Jeremy Ficklin in their marriage 

§ Orlin & Ivadell Larson as they celebrate their 50 

years of marriage 

§ Neil Meyer 

§ Mai Nelson - Daughter of Mike & Jamie Nelson 

§ Dorothy - Mother of Gwen DeMontigny 

§ Kael Melby 

§ Bob Kitterman - Uncle of Janet Carvell 

 
 

If we have missed you or your loved ones, or your 
prayer requests, please accept our apologies. 

 
Please let Pastor Erik know before you enter the  

hospital for planned surgeries, during any 
hospitalization, or about your illnesses and any  

special needs that we may pray for you. 

 

Have you changed your phone num-
ber?  Gone from a landline phone to 
only a cell phone?  Please notify the 
church office if your phone number 
has changed in the past few years.  
We need to keep our records up to 
date.  We are unable to reach some 
of our members by phone because 

of number changes. 



 

 

Officers 
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Card Sale: 
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August, 2010 

AUGUST--time for school to begin.  When you are shopping for school sup-
plies, will you also, please, pick up some items to make the Activity Kits for 
Lutheran World Relief?  Some things already were on sale this 3rd week in 
July. We need the following: color paper, Notebooks (3 per kit), pencils, 
erasers, scissors, rulers, and pencil sharpeners. 
 
Health Kits are ALWAYS needed. Those include: hand towel, washcloth, 
soap in wrapper (reg. or bath size), large tooth comb, nail file or clipper       
w/file, band aids, and tooth brush. 
 
Bring them to a box under the mail boxes. Thanks.! 
 
August brings a visit from our missionary, Katie Narum Miyamoto, from  
Japan.  Plan to attend the worship on August 22nd, where she will be 
speaking, and stay and visit with her over coffee afterwards and see her dis-
plays.  Wouldn't that be a good day for a church Pot Luck?  We women are 
always willing and able to help, so lets have an informative, inspirational, fun 
time!!! 
 
Also plan to attend a Bible study.  It will be the last session for our summer 
study.  A new session begins in September.  We women do not know just 
what our new affiliation will be, but I imagine we women will continue doing 
much the same activities as we have been doing, helping the congregation 
and the needy around the world. 
 
There will be some changes in our structure, with new leaders for 2011.  I 
have volunteered to be President for 3 years and will "retire" from that posi-
tion.  Please, think, pray, and volunteer to take a leadership role next year. 
Perhaps 2 women can work together and share the job?  We have many 
younger, capable women, and it would be great to have you take on some of 
the leadership roles.  Please PRAY, sincerely, and then say, ñHere I am, 
take meò.  We can do all things with God's help. 
 
Vivian Merkel, President 

 

Deborah Bible Study 

August 19, 2010 

9:30 AM 

Home of  

Arlene Schwarz 

 

Hannah Bible Study 

does not meet 

during the summer.  



 

 

AUGUST WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS 

SUNDAY USHERS/GREETERS - 9:30 AM 
  1 - A.J. & Doddie Kuntz 
 Dewey Oster & Dick Brewster 
  8 - Randy & Gwen Hall Family 
15 - A.J. & Doddie Kuntz 
 Terry & Norma Petersen 
22 - Orlin & Ivadell Larson 
 Elmer & Arlene Schwarz 
29 - A.J. Kuntz, Dewey Oster 
 Brenda Suckow & Amanda Vetter 
  
SCRIPTURE READERS 
1 & 15 - Kathy Keller 
8 & 22 - Sharon Nelson 
29 - Sr. LYO 
 

ALTAR CARE 
Helen Samuelson & Mary Ann Beeks 
 
COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 
  1 - George & ValRae Swanson 
15 - Elmer & Arlene Schwarz 
 
COFFEE HOUR SERVERS 
  1 - Tom & Vivian Merkel 
  8 - Al & Anna Rall 
15 - A.J. & Doddie Kuntz 
22 - Gary & Cindy Thiel 
29 - Gary & Cindy Thiel 
 
SERVICE GROUP COORDINATORS 
Orlin & Ivadell Larson 

Membership of First Lutheran was divided into 
12 groups that each took a month to be re-
sponsible for ushering and coffee serving.  
The idea was that we could encourage more 
fellowship and participation.  That would mean 
that each of us only had to volunteer for one 
Sunday a year.  Please step up and take your 
turn in service for your First Lutheran commu-
nity.  The senior high students have done just 
that and have volunteered to usher for the last 
Sunday of each month.  Letôs follow their lead 
and pitch in. 

The list below is the service group scheduled 
for September.  The service coordinators 
are Alton & Brenda Krebsbach.  If your 
name is on this list, please check the calen-
dar and see what Sunday in September 
works best for you and give Alton & Brenda 
a call at 462-8326.  If Alton or Brenda calls 
you, please prayerfully consider how you 
can help.  If you donôt see your name on this 
list, your month is coming.  Please say yes, 
when called.  Thank you for doing your part 
and participating in our worship service. 

Kris & Melanie Beckman 
Monte & Victoria Carvell 
Gary & Nancy Fuchs 
Kim & Jane Gutknecht 
Doug & Mary Haugtvedt 

Carl & Linda Heger 
Charlie & Pam Hoffer 
Jim & Kathy Kaiser  
Clark & Claudette Ness 
Owen & Kim Price 

Darrell & Stacey Scheresky 
Wes & Pat Sick 
Kollin & Char Syverson family 
Amanda Vetter 
Dale & Marla Zimmerman 

Our sympathy goes out to: 

 

Jon & Tammy Chrest and family on the death 
of Billy Sims.  Billy is the father of Tammy. 

 

May God give them comfort and strength in 
this time of sorrow. 



 

 

Have you checked your mailbox at 

the church lately?  If not, there might 

be something in there for you to take 

home.  People occasionally  put items 

in your box for you instead of mailing  

them. 

 

The first six month contribution state-

ments were put in the mailboxes a 

couple weeks ago.  Some mailboxes 

have more than that in there to take 

home.  Stop and check yours today! 

2 flocks of flamingos  
have landed in  

Washburn! Have you  
seen them yet?  

 
 If they should happen to  
land on your lawn you will  

have the opportunity to pick  
their next landing spot  

(for a small fee).  
 

A Seattle Mission Trip  

Fundraiser!  

Lawnmowers are Needed to 

Borrow!  

 

The Sr. High youth have taken on mowing the First 
Lutheran Cemetery, but we need some lawnmowers 
to borrow! Push mowers or riding mowers are both 
fine! Please sign up in the narthex or let Sarah know 

if you can lend a mower! 

 



 

 

* The PRAIRIE LAKE FESTIVAL was held on 
June 26, 2010, at the Garrison High School be-
cause of inclement weather.  The auction items 
brought just under $16,000.  More funds were 
raised from sales of kuchen, monster cookies, 
beverages, tacos-in-bag, chipped roast beef 
sandwiches, popcorn, root beer floats, and 
homemade ice cream.   

  
* August 3rd will be the PRAIRIE LAKE MAS-

TERS GOLF TOURNEY at Garrison.  Registra-
tion at 10:00 a.m. and shotgun start at 11:00 
a.m.  There is also a FREE 9-Hole Youth Tour-
ney beginning at 9:00 a.m. for youth up to about 
14 years of age.  Supper will be served at 5:00 
p.m. for golfers, their families, and guests. 

  
* TIME IS RUNNING OUT - AUGUST 15th is the 

last Summer Sunday at CCM with worship at 
10:00 a.m. and community meal to follow for 
freewill donations.  DON'T MISS OUT ON THE 
BEAUTIFUL SETTING FOR WORSHIP! 

  
* Board of Directors is excited to announce that 

Kelly Ylitalo has accepted the position of Pro-
gram Director and will begin the 2nd week of 
August.  She comes with experience in outdoor 
ministry and youth ministry in Michigan.  Jared 
Rendell had accepted a position in Minnesota 
and that is what created the opening. 

  
* Year-round Staff position open:  Food Services 

Manager.  See the CCM website for more de-
tails at www.campofthecross.com and includes 
benefits.   

  
Dates to remember: 
  
Thru August 15 Summer Sunday Services 
August 3 Prairie Masters Golf @ Garrison 
November 20 Scandinavian Supper 
  
Thank you 
Peggy Moran 

TFL NEWS FROM YOUR 
CONGREGATIONAL ADVOCATE, 

Vivian Merkel 
 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans (TFL)      
begins the launch of Choice Dollars to eligi-
ble benefit members during a seven-week 
period beginning July 20th.  Eligible mem-
bers will be able to personally direct a por-
tion of TFL's charitable funds to thousands 
of Lutheran organizations and congrega-
tions.  Eligible members will receive a letter 
with information and the amount of their 
Choice Dollars with details on how to partici-
pate.  Watch for a letter during the week of 
August 23rd.  The choice of where to desig-
nate is yours, but as an Advocate, I encour-
age you to direct some of your dollars to 
OUR congregation.  Benefit members serv-
ing as Chapter voluntary leaders receive a 
minimum of $25.  Your Choice Dollars can 
be designated to as many organizations as 
you wish for a minimum of $5.00 to each, or 
whatever amount you choose.  You can set 
up the distribution to be automatic, when-
ever the balance reaches $10 or more, and 
it can be changed when you wish.  An email 
notification will be sent prior to each recur-
ring direction.  Choice Dollars designated 
during the calendar year can be directed un-
til March 31st of the following year. 
 
TFL is offering members a special smaller 
version of the annual TFL wall calendar 
which you may have seen in our church or 
received from a TFL representative.  This 9 
x 12 calendar is a free offer from Thrivent 
magazine.  The 2011 theme is "Connecting 
With the Cross".  To order, go to: 
Thrivent.com/calendar or return the card in 
the Summer issue of Thrivent Magazine.  
(offer ends September 30th. One per mem-
ber only.) 
 
Read your magazine for more important   
information and free offers and mark your 
calendars to designate your Choice Dollars 
(if you are one of the "eligible" benefit mem-
bers and receive a letter via mail). 

http://www.campofthecross.com


 

 

Haiti, Six Months Later: An Update from Lutheran World Relief 
 

Baltimore, July 12, 2010 ð Six months after Haitiôs devastating 7.0 earthquake, Lutheran World Relief (LWR) remains 
hard at work assisting those who are still dealing with its aftermath and will be for years to come. 
  
LWR, with a 14-year history in Haiti, is focusing the majority of its efforts on underserved rural populations. Many rural 
communities found themselves hosting an influx of people who fled the capital city of Port-au-Prince after the quake, put-
ting a severe strain on already limited resources.  
 
ñItôs a tenuous situation,ò said Alex Wilson, LWRôs deputy regional director for Latin America, who visited Haiti in June. 
ñLots of families left the city initially, but then went back in search of shelter, work and educational opportunities. How-
ever, the situation in Port-au-Prince remains critical, and many have now returned to their communities of origin a sec-
ond time.ò  
 
LWR is working with local partners to support rural communities through cash-for-work programs to build soil and water 
conservation structures, distribution of additional seeds in preparation for the rainy season and training on agricultural 
production, to ensure that people have some income and that farmers are able to grow sufficient food to feed everyone. 
In addition, LWR is supporting the construction of latrines and low-cost water filter systems to accommodate the addi-
tional populations that have fled to rural areas.    
 
ñWe lost one child during the earthquake in Port-au-Prince, and we didnôt even have time for a funeral,ò said Monique 
Orestil, a participant in LWRôs program in Maissade, a rural community located about a four hour drive north of Port-au-
Prince. ñI brought my remaining five children here, and LWR helped me participate in a cash-for-work program. It was 
like God landing in Maissade. I left Port-au-Prince without anything, but now I can work for my family.ò  
 
As a member of the global aid consortium ACT Alliance, LWR has also supported life-saving measures in and around 
Port-au-Prince, since the days immediately after the earthquake. ACT Alliance members have provided food, water and 
sanitation, shelter and other services to more than 341,000 people.  
 
ñWe are in a transition period now, moving from immediate relief efforts into the rehabilitation phase so that rural families 
can re-establish their livelihoods,ò Wilson said. LWR, taking a long-term approach to rehabilitation and recovery, plans to 
work with earthquake-affected communities for five years.  
 
ñThis was a devastating crisis,ò Wilson added. ñRecovery will take a long time.ò  
 
On the domestic side, LWR has mobilized its supporters to advocate to the U.S. government for cancellation of Haitiôs 
debt, and for emergency funding to support reconstruction programs. As a result of advocacy efforts by many organiza-
tions and individuals, in February the Obama Administration announced support for canceling Haitiôs nearly $1 billion 
debt and in April, President Obama signed the Debt Relief for Earthquake Recovery Act into law. Earlier this month, the 
U.S. House of Representatives passed a supplemental funding bill that includes crucial funds for reconstruction and agri-
culture efforts in the country. LWR continues working to ensure that policy-makers hear the voices and understand the 
needs of Haitian civil society.  
 
Also in the U.S., LWR has partnered with Nebraska Lutheran Outdoor Ministries (NLOM) in an unprecedented effort to 
have summer camp participants work to assemble 32,000 LWR health kits ï enough for an entire shipping container ï to 
be sent to those in need in Haiti.  
 
ñIôm delighted that LWR sought us out with the idea,ò said Dave Coker, executive director of NLOM. ñAnd Iôm excited for 
the kids who will come to camp this summer. The health kit service project will help them connect to their faith in power-
ful ways.ò 
  
WHO IS LWR? Lutheran World Relief, an international nonprofit organization, works to end poverty and injustice by em-
powering some of the world's most impoverished communities to help themselves. With partners in 35 countries, LWR 
seeks to promote sustainable development with justice and dignity by helping communities bring about change for 
healthy, safe and secure lives; engage in Fair Trade; promote peace and reconciliation; and respond to emergencies. 
LWR is headquartered in Baltimore, Md. and has worked in international development and relief since 1945. 
Lutheran World Relief is a ministry of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), The Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod (LCMS), individuals and parish groups in international relief, development, advocacy and social respon-
sibility. 
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ñWorking hand in hand to 

know Christ and make 

Christ known through 

Worship, Christian 

Education, Caring 

Ministries, and Service.ò 

Address Service Requested 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
 

Worship Service - 9:30 AM 

Coffee/Fellowship Hour - 10:30 AM 

AA Meeting - 8:00 PM 


