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First Lutheran Church, ELCA

PO Box 218, 709 5th Ave
Washburn, ND 58577-0218

-a congregation of the Western
North Dakota Synod, Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America.

Pastor: Rev. Erik Johnson

Phone:

701-462-3775 Church
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701-315-0255 Cell Phone
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The season of Lent begins this
month with Ash Wednesday on
February 17". According to the
Manual on the Liturgy for the
Lutheran Book of Worship “Lent
... Is to be understood as a time to
reflect on Baptism and its basis in
the death and resurrection of
Jesus. Lent is, therefore, a time for
rebirth and a renewal in prepara-
tion for the celebration of Easter.”
Traditionally, it has been a time of instruction for new Christians
and learning what it means to live a Christian life.

Robert Longman Jr. says that “Lent is the season for the experi-
ence of giving your life over -- in each moment, bodily, deliber-
ately, to Christ and to what the Spirit is showing you. God wants
you to surrender yourself, and let the Spirit work in you. In Lent,
we take responsibility for our acts and thoughts, and treat certain
of those as the killers they are. Lent is self-discovery of the parts
of ourselves we don't want to discover, through prayer, fasting,
and other disciplines. It is the opening up, the turning over to God,
the repenting of our sins, the turning away from that which does
not please God. Yet there is just a glimpse of Easter through the
heavy clouds of Good Friday -- that Christ has taken the burden,
and you don't have to carry it anymore. Don't you want to follow
that kind of a God?

1 Peter 2:4-5 says “As you come to him, a ‘living stone’ rejected by
men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, you yourselves
like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a
holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ.” As we “give our lives over ... to Christ” Lent
is a time when our Lord works at building us up in faith.

Let us come together at Sunday Worship and during Midweek
Lenten Services. Let us focus on daily Bible and prayer reading
during Lent. Let us reflect on our Baptism and what it means for
us. We ask God to build us into his spiritual house.

See you at worship!




(These minutes will be approved at the 2011 Annual Meeting)

First Lutheran Church Annual Meeting
January 24, 2010
(Soup, bread, salad and bars at 11:45 am - followed by meeting)

President Jim Kaiser called the meeting to order. After confirming that the 77 members present met
the quorum requirements, opening devotions were led by Pastor Erik Johnson. Judy Beaudry/Tim
Schenfisch moved to approve the January 25, 2009 minutes of the Annual Meeting. Motion carried.

Pastor's Report
Pastor Johnson highlighted verses John 14:25-27. We have challenges ahead, but we need to
work together.
Pastor also highlighted part of his written report that the people of God are the church and that
we need to pay attention to “building up” each other’s faith so that we will be the congregation
that our Lord intends for us.
Pastor thanked Jeannette Rost and Sarah Hamilton for their help in the office and with the LYO/
confirmation.

Treasurer's Report
Nadine Berger reported that the Treasurer's Report is in the annual report booklet. She reported
that the Audit Committee met and reviewed the financial reports for the year 2009 and found the
reports to be in order. She thanked Jeannette, the counters, and the audit committee for all of
their work. Arden Wagner/Julie Schenfisch moved to approve the 2009 Treasurer's Report.
Motion carried.

Financial Compliance Review Committee Report
Mike Nelson/Kathy Kaiser moved to accept this report. Motion carried.

President's Report
President Jim Kaiser indicated that his report is in the annual report booklet. Motion by Jim
Kaiser/Gwen Hall to accept this report. Motion carried.

Stewardship
Dale Kuball indicated that his full report is in the annual report booklet.

Worship
Melanie Beckman indicated that her full report is in the annual report booklet.

Education
Randy Hall indicated that his full report is in the annual report booklet.

Evangelism
Carla Bickert indicated that her full report is in the annual report booklet.

Property
Kim Ankenbauer indicated that his full report is in the annual report booklet. Kim also reported

on the 2010 projects that will need to be completed and are built included in the 2010 budget.

(Continued on next page)



(Continued from previous page)
He gave a special thank you to Mac Beaudry, Elmer Schwarz and Dale Kuball for all of their help
this past year.

Motion by Mac Beaudry/Elmer Schwarz to accept the standing committee reports.
Motion carried.

Volunteer Ministry Committee Report
Committee did not meet -- no report.

Organizational Group Reports

- Reports of the Women of the ELCA and LYO are in the annual report booklet.
Sarah Hamilton, Youth Director, thanked the congregation for their support. If anyone has sug-
gestions of how to involve the youth, please contact her.
Report from the Church Affiliation Task Force, chaired by Monte Carvell. Powerpoint presenta-
tion given by Julie Schenfisch. She, Mac Beaudry and Rick Richard had made this presentation.
Recommendations of the task force were based on our church's mission statement. Pastor Erik
also answered questions that came up after the presentation.

Old Business
Decision regarding the Endowment Fund has been tabled until a later date.
President Jim Kaiser thanked the outgoing officers, Randy Hall, Nadine Berger, and Dale Kuball
for their work and presented them each with a card/gift.

New Business

- Tim Schenfisch of the Nominating Committee reported that Duane Knell has agreed to fill the
position of Treasurer, and Stacey Scheresky has agreed to fill the position of Education Chair.
After calling for nominations from the floor, motion by Randy Hall/Gwen Hall to cast a unanimous
ballot for Duane Knell and Stacey Scheresky for those positions. Motion carried. Motion by Tim
Schenfisch/Margaret Rasmussen to cast a unanimous ballot for Kristi Jaeger for the position of
Stewardship Chair, contingent on approval of her membership transfer. Motion carried.
The proposed budget for 2010 was presented. Dale Kuball/Mac Beaudry moved to adopt the
proposed budget. Motion carried.
Discussion held regarding benevolence payments to the ELCA. As presented in last month's
council minutes, benevolence payments to the Synod would be suspended and held if the deci-
sion is made to enter into the process of discernment at the meeting next Sunday.
Nominating Committee will be Randy Hanson, Mary Lauf, Tim Schenfisch, Nadine Berger, Randy
Hall and Dale Kuball.

Following the closing prayer and benediction, the 2010 annual meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Sande Wagner
Secretary



CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES - January 14, 2010

Stewardship
Dale had nothing to report.

Vice President Monte Carvell called the
meeting to order, prior to President Jim
Kaiser arriving. Members present were: _
Pastor Erik Johnson, Melanie Beckman, Worship .

Randy Hall, Carla Bickert, Dale Kuball, Melanie had nothing to report.

Nadine Berger, Kim Ankenbauer and .

Sande Wagner. Jeannette Rost, First Education_

Lutheran Administrative Secretary, was Randy reporteq that the new installment of
also present. Devotions and prayer were SS materials will be ordered.

given by Pastor Erik. Dale/Carla moved to
approve the minutes of the December 14,
2009, meeting as presented. Motion car-
ried.

Evangelism
Carla had nothing to report.

Property
Treasurer's Report Kim had nothing to report.

Nadine reported that the audit had been

Old Business

completed on Sunday. Randy/Kim moved
to file the treasurer's report for future audit
and to pay any non-budgeted items.

At this time, $20,528.43 has been bor-
rowed from Building Memorials, to be paid
back at a later date.

The balances of accounts as of December
31 are as follows:

Checking $ 6,942.77
Building 66,744.49
Cemetery 1,542.40
Interest 794.07
Mercy Fund 506.41
Music 0.00
Parking lot 3,755.00
Worship 678.69

Morgan Stanley Smith Barney =~ 9094.50
Total Assets $90,058.33

Pastor's Report (since December 14th)

- Pastor thanked the Council for the gift cer-
tificate to the golf course and the coffee
card.

He reported that there can be no vote re-
garding the ELCA at the annual meeting.
Our Constitution states it must be a spe-
cially called meeting.

Lenten services will begin on February
17th.

Endowment will be discussed at future

meetings.

Two gifts have been received toward future

projects.

1. A member has made a donation, and is
encouraging others to do the same for
the acoustics problem.

2. Another person donated 100 shares of
Proctor & Gamble stock, could be used
for handicapped bathroom.

Motion by Melanie/Randy to accept the re-

port from the Task Force. A letter will be

going out to all members regarding the
special congregational meeting to be held
on January 31st, to vote on the resolution
to enter into a process to terminate First

Lutheran’s relationship with the Evangelical

Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).

Motion carried.

Motion by Dale, seconded by Randy, to

recommend adoption of the 2010 budget

by the congregation at the annual meeting.

As part of this budget we have built in

these projects:

1) handicap accessible bathroom

2) acoustics in the basement fellowship
room

3) replacement of four new windows
(lower level of the south side)

4) small west parking lot (however,
(Continued on next page)



(Continued from previous page)

given the number of projects it is

possible this will move to 2011)
As part of the 2010 budget approval mo-
tion, the Council will be seeking authoriza-
tion to use up to $25,000 from savings to
fund these projects if required.
As part of the 2010 budget motion that car-
ried, the Council authorized $5,000 of the
2010 total cash salary for Pastor Erik be
designated as “Furnishing Allowance.”
Since the total amount withdrawn from sav-
ings in 2009 was approximately the same
amount as the unbudgeted spending au-
thorized in Congregation Meetings
(handicap addition, office renovation, and
Danielson Scholarship Fund); and there is
more than $80,000 in savings at the pre-
sent time, motion by Monte/Randy that we
need not pay back the $20,528.43 to sav-
ings, that has been used for authorized
projects. Motion carried.
Report from Nominating Committee --
Stacey Scheresky would accept the posi-
tion of Education Chair, and Duane Knell
would accept the position of Treasurer.
There is no name for Stewardship Chair at
this time. Thank you to Randy, Nadine and
Dale for their years of service.
Dale asked about a confirmation picture
display, which had been brought up prior.
At this time we need more money to do
this. Notice will be put in the newsletter re-

THAL (YOU

A BIG THANK YOU
goes out to Nadine Berger, LeAnn Richard
and Elmer & Arlene Schwarz for their help in
the church office the month of January.
| could not have got it done without your help!

Jeannette

garding this.

Discussion about benevolence -- We will
give to the ELCA for the month of January,
and after the vote is taken on January 31st,
this could be suspended.

New Business
The office computer has been causing
some problems. Motion by Nadine/Randy
that Pastor could purchase a new one.
Motion carried.

Transfers In
None.

Transfers Out
Jared Hendrikson to St. Edwin's Catholic
Church in Washburn, ND

Withdrawal of Membership
Gail Hendrikson wishes to withdraw her
membership from First Lutheran Church.

The next meeting will be held on February
10th at 7 p.m.

Randy/Nadine made motion to adjourn.
Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Sande Wagner, Secretary

Freyja Helen Fisher was born on
December 24, 2009. She is the daughter of
Howard & Suzanne (Ness) Fisher.

Grandparents are:
Helen Ness and Gene Ness
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Cancer Survivors Support Group We are often asked, “Where do we need the
February 2, 2010 money the most?” Following is a list of pro-

7:00 pm jects First Lutheran is accepting donations or

First Lutheran Church Fireside Room memorials for. We would ask and hope that

your giving for these projects would be above
and beyond your general giving. We still need
to keep our general fund up to be able to pay
our monthly bills.

This group is for any cancer survivor, family
member, or friend.

Contact Kathy Erickson or the church office if

you have any questions. Handicap Bathroom

Acoustics project in fellowship room
Parking lot in the lower back of church
(eventually the upper parking lot too)
Confirmation Display

Other projects that we would like to complete
in 2010 are listed in the annual report booklet
under the property report. Please give Kim
Ankenbauer a call if you can help out with any
of these projects. He is over his head with
projects right now and doesn’'t know if he’s
coming or going!!!

The following are additions to the list of men & women who are currently serving as
Active Duty Military Personnel since January’s newsletter. The women of First
Lutheran will be keeping in contact with them through cards, packages, etc. We are
asking members of the congregation to please send these soldiers a card to show our
support for their service to our country. If you know of anyone that should be included
in this list, please contact LeAnn Richard, Arlene Schwarz or Sharon Chrest.
Addresses will be updated in the bulletins and newsletters as information is available.

Thank You.
SPC Michael Gedrose SPC Jared Reimer
CO. C 2-285" AV BN CO. C 2-285" AV BN
Camp Basrah Camp Basrah
APO AE 09374 APO AE 09374
SPC Chad Reimer Capt. Sean K. Carlson
CO. C 2-285™ AV BN 1009 E. Pineview Blvd.
Camp Basrah Ft. Walton Beach, FL 32547

APO AE 09374



Memorial Gifts Given to Special Funds
(Sunday, January 3 to Sunday, January 24)

Fund given to & by whom In Memory of

Building Fund _ by: ....covviiiieee e $0.00
Building Handicap _ by:........cccooevieeiiiiiececieeee, $10.00
Bruce & Shirley Nelson..........cccccceveveeeiiinnns Ester Wagner
Camp of The Cross_by: ....cccccovvveeeiviiiieecciee e, $25.00
Howard & Elda Johnson............cccccceeeeenee. Lane Johnson
Cemetery Fund by:......cccooiiiiiiiiiie e $0.00
Confirmation Display  by: ..., $0.00
General Fund by:.....coccoeeiiiiiicii e $25.00
Howard & Elda Johnson............cccccceeeennee. Lane Johnson
Global Missions _ bY:.......ccccoeeeeiiiiiiciiiee e . $0.00
Library by: ..o e $20.00
John & Helen Samuelson................... Kora Link-Penitani
John & Helen Samuelson.................... Timothy Nordquist
Lutheran Social Services  by: ....cccccveeiiiiiiiiieeneen. $0.00
Lutheran World Relief _by:......ccoccoevviiiiiiiiecn, $10.00
Arlin & Sylvia Thompson ............cccceeeee Marlys Erickson
Mercy Fund By:......ccooeiiiiiiicii e e $0.00
Music Fund BY: ......oooveeiiiiiecccee e $65.00
John & Helen Samuelson.............cccvvveee... Gayle Wagner
Arden & Sande Wagner...........ccccceeeeennnee. Gayle Wagner
Steve & Peggy Wollmuth..............cccccceee. Freida Lukens
Arden & Sande Wagner..........cccccevviiivieeeennnn. Rudy Olson
Virgil & Deb Wisdom..........cccccceevnnnee Timothy Nordquist
Parking Lot Fund _ By:.....ccoooveeiiiiiiciceee e, $75.00
A.J. & Doddie Kuntz (3 TiMmes) .......ccccvveveeennn. Keith Kuntz
Willie & Janell Ziemann ..........cccccocceeennee Glenn Brunsell
David & Ruth Borlaug ...........ccccvvveveennn. Preston Beckman
Sunday School by: ..o $0.00
Vacation Bible School _by: .......ccccoviieiiiiiiieei, $0.00
World Hunger by: .....ooovvviiiiiieecec e $10.00
Jim & ViVranna.......cccocoveeeiiiiiiiiiiinen. Kenneth Knudson

Worship FunNd _ by: .....cooviiieiiiiecccee e $0.00

The persons listed below were
prayed for by request at worship
this past month through
January 24:

Rose Geiss and Dick Geiss who were buried -
Aunt and Cousin of A.J. Kuntz

Margo Jorstad
David Loe
Dean Krebsbach - Peggy Wollmuth’s Brother

Royal & Pam Lyson and the Nordquist family on
the death of their nephew, Timothy Nordquist

D’'Wane Noon - Almira Nelson’s Brother-in-law
Virgil Jaeger

Emanuel Clark family on his death

Gayle Johnson

All our troops and Americans as they travel to
Haiti to aid there

Kyle Kuball - Dale & Carol Kuball's Nephew

If we have missed you or your loved ones, or your
prayer requests, please accept our apologies.

Please let Pastor Erik know before you enter the
hospital for planned surgeries, during any
hospitalization, or about your illnesses and any
special needs that we may pray for you.

Our sympathy goes out to:
Francis & Joann Brunsell and family -
Francis’ dad, Glenn Brunsell, passed
away in January
David Beckman - David’s dad, Preston
Beckman passed away in January

May God give them comfort and strength in
this time of sorrow.




Three years ago, the membership of First
Lutheran was divided into 12 groups that each
took a month to be responsible for ushering
and coffee serving. The idea was that we
could encourage more fellowship and partici-
pation. That also would mean that each of us
only had to volunteer for one Sunday a year.
Please step up and take your turn in service
for your First Lutheran community. The senior
high students have done just that and have
volunteered to usher for the last Sunday of
each month. Let's follow their lead and pitch
in.

Dave & Gwen Bosch family
Shelly Charging family

Doug & Mary Haugtvedt
Darrell & Sherry Kinnischtzke
Duane & Marlys Knell

Jeannette Neil

Doug, Brooklyn, Karisa & Robin Thomas

Brooklyn Rae Thomas was born on
November 24, 2008 in Bismarck, ND.
She was baptized on January 17, 2010.

We welcome Brooklyn as one of our new-
est members of First Lutheran Church.

Za 2 +SHARING=

David & Jeneen Loe

Brent & Theresa Petersen
Terry & Norma Petersen
Jamie & Jennifer Schauer

The list below is the service group scheduled
for March. The service coordinators are
John & Helen Samuelson . If your name is
on this list, please check the calendar and
see what Sunday in March works best for
you and give John or Helen a call at 462-
8321. |If John or Helen calls you, please
prayerfully consider how you can help. If
you don’t see your name on this list, your
month is coming. Please say yes, when
called. Thank you for doing your part and par-
ticipating in our worship service.

Arlin & Sylvia Thompson
Bob & Sandra Weisgarber
Lee & Annette Weisgarber

Thomas, Amanda & Mark Oster

Thomas Allen Oster was born on
October 5, 2009 in Minot, ND.

He was baptized on January 17, 2010.
We welcome Thomas as one of our new-
est members of First Lutheran Church.



Thank you goes out to the following who said “YES” when asked to be on
the church council for a three year term:

Duane Knell - Treasurer, Stacey Scheresky - Education Chair, and
Kristi Jaeger - Stewardship Trustee

These three council members will be installed during the worship service
on February 7, 2010.

February 7th
We will be collecting cans of soup and _
money to give to the McLean Family A baked. goods fuqdralsgr for'MeaI.s on
Resource Center. Wheels will be held in conjunction with the
Lions sized Breakfast on Sunday, February
The Souper Bowl of caring is a 7" from 10:00 am — 1:00 pm at the
national effort, so while we chose a Washburn Memorial Hall dining room.
local charity to donate to, organizations Everyone is invited to bring baked goods and
throughout the country will be participating in drop them off at the hall on February 7™ from
this event and the results are tallied nationally. 9-10 am. If you have any questions, please

call Judy Beaudry at 462-3433.
Thanks for getting involved.

The Sr. LYO will be selling carame| rolls
after church on the first Sunday of|the
month as an ongoing fundraiser thig year.
Stop by to get some delightful yumminess!

We will sell on tHei@ February.




FEBRUARY WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS

SUNDAY USHERS/GREETERS - 9:30 AM

7 - Dwight, Margaret & Jeff Rasmussen
14 -Wes & Sharon Sauer

Ardee Kurle

21 -Wade & Stacy Boeshans

Dennis & Gayle Johnson

28 -Sr. LYO

SCRIPTURE READERS

7 & 14 - Claudette Ness
21 - Peggy Wollmuth
28 -Sr. LYO

ACOLYTES

7 -McKenzie Miller & Kyra Syverson
14 - Drew Petersen & Scotty Price
21 - Devan Schell & Grant Tweeten
28 - Courtney Hall & Karisa Thomas

ALTAR CARE

Donna & Noelle Kroll

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS

7- Janet Hanson
21 - Sue Richards

COFFEE HOUR SERVERS

7 - Sandy & Brittany Schell
14 - Dennis & Gayle Johnson
21 - Dwight & Margaret Rasmussen
28 - Sandy & Brittany Schell

WEDNESDAY LENT USHERS/GREETERS

7th & 8th Grade Sunday School Class

WEDNESDAY LENT READER

Wendy Miller

ASH WEDNESDAY COMMUNION ASSISTANTS

Randy Hall family

SERVICE GROUP COORDINATORS

Dennis & Gayle Johnson

**

**

**

**

P OF

"GUARDIANS SUMMER 2010" program
information is in the enclosed "PRAIRIE
LAKE NEWS" February 2010. They are
also looking for Summer Staff 2010 and
have a schedule to be at colleges for re-
cruiting in February.

You will notice that we are hosting the
Annual Meeting here at First Lutheran
Church on February 28, 2010. Please say
yes when called upon to help with the meal
that is being planned.

Help raise money for the camp simply by
using GoodSearch and GoodShop when
web searching and online shopping!

Drop unused CCM addressed envelopes in

**

**

**

**

**

**

the mailbox designated at the top left of the
mailboxes in the narthex so they can be re-
turned to CCM to be reused.

CCM Annual Meeting -
First Lutheran, Washburn
Artistic Creations

February 28

February 26-28

March 5-7 Quilting Away

April 16-17 A Threefold Cord -
Premarital Retreat

April 17 Ageless Iron

April 23-24 4th-6th Grade Youth Bash

April 30-May 1  Spring Work Weekend

Thank you
Peggy Moran



from Vivian Merkel

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans Advocate Position Open

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans (TFL) has changed for 2010. We no longer will have three congre-
gational coordinators, or the set amount of dollars we receive as in the past. Our congregation will
now need 1 Congregational Advocate to “help identify TFL solutions...help the congregation achieve
its mission and goals...volunteer position appointed by the Chapter leadership board...responsibility
of connecting with TFL members, congregational leaders and members...partner with Thrivent and
chapter leadership to identify and execute solutions to meet their needs.” Are YOU interested?
More information is available on the bulletin board in the entry. You must be a member of Thrivent,
able to and willing to communicate, listen, and promote. Contact Vivian at 462-3744 or 701-315-
0121 or e-mail vmerkel@westriv.com.

Thrivent Choice to Launch this Spring with a Voting Event
You've heard that the new Thrivent Choice program is coming this spring, but what’s actually hap-
pening when?

April: Members Can Vote to Benefit National Chariti__es

Thrivent Choice will begin with a Voting Event in April. This voting opportunity will give members a
voice in helping choose where Thrivent Financial directs a portion of its charitable funds. All benefit
and associate members (age 16 and older) will be able to vote either online or by using a business
reply card in the April issue of Thrivent magazine. All members need to do is pick their favorite or-
ganization listed, and make a few clicks on Thrivent.com or mail the card from the magazine.
Thrivent Financial will proportionally distribute $1 million among the participating charities, based on
the votes received.

If more than 400,000 members submit a vote (15% of members) during this first Thrivent Choice
Voting Event, Thrivent Financial will proportionally distribute a bonus $1 million to the national chari-
ties.

Summer: Choice Dollars Launching
Voting Events are just one element of the Thrivent Choice program. The other element is called
Choice Dollars. Beginning this summer, about 30% of benefit members will be eligible to direct
Choice Dollars to thousands of Lutheran nonprofit organizations, including Lutheran congregations.
Eligibility for Choice Dollars is based on a benefit member’s involvement in Thrivent Financial - via
their level of fraternal benefit society product ownership (life insurance, health insurance and annui-
ties) and volunteer leadership.

Thrivent Choice Information on Thrivent.com
If you're interested in checking out past issues of the Thrivent Choice Information Update, visit the
new Thrivent Choice page at www.thrivent.com/thriventchoice/news/ where we’ll keep an archive of
all of the issues until program launch.
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“Working hand in hand to
know Christ and make
Christ known through

Worship, Christian
Education, Caring
Ministries, and Service.”
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