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As we begin the new year, think about these verses from God’s
word.

Psalm 119, the longest chapter in the Bible, has many verses in it
about God’s Word. One of the most familiar to us is verse 105:
“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” Another
verse from Psalm 119 is verse 81: “My soul longs for your salva-
tion; | hope in your word.”

Isaiah 40:8 “The grass withers, the flower fads, but the word of our
God will stand forever.”

Isaiah 55:10-11 “For as the rain and the snow come down from
heaven, and do not return there but water the earth, making it
bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the
eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall
not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which | pur-
pose, and shall succeed in the thing for which | sent it.

We sometimes wonder about the way our lives are going. We do
have God’s word to guide us. Yes, God gives us brains to reason
with so we can figure things out. God also gives us his word to
guide us and as the verse says, to light our paths. In this New
Year, let us resolve to spend more time in God’s word, both as in-
dividuals and together as a congregation. There is a reading
guide on the next page. Consider using it or one of the many
other helps available to encourage us in our reading and studying
of God’s word.

We have some difficult decisions to make as a congregation and
as individuals this year. Let’s us make those decisions in the light
of God’s word.




CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES - December 14, 2009

President Jim Kaiser called the meeting to December 25th, Friday - service at 10 a.m.
order. Members present were: Pastor Erik . If Pastor Erik does not take December 27"
Johnson, Melanie Beckman, Randy Hall, as a vacation Sunday, the council ap-
Carla Bickert, Monte Carvell, Dale Kuball, proved to carryover it over into January,
Nadine Berger, and Kim Ankenbauer. 2010.
Sande Wagner was absent. Jeannette
Rost, First Lutheran Administrative Secre- Stewardship
tary, was also present. Devotions and - Dale had nothing to report.
prayer were given by Pastor Erik. Dale/
Monte moved to approve the minutes of the Worship
November 9, 2009, meeting as presented. . Melanie had nothing to report.
Motion carried.
Education_
Treasurers Report . Randy had nothing to report.
- Carla/Dale moved to file the treasurer's re-
port for future audit and to pay any non- Evangelism
budgeted items. The Harvest Fest Service . Committee members filled the ushers/
Offering totaled $7,46900, approximately greeters for December.
$5,000.00 more than a normal Sunday of-
fering. This is comparable to what we have Property
been making on our lutefisk dinners in the . Kim is trying to get the offices finished.
past few years.
At this time $20,219.55 has been borrowed Old Business
from BU||d|ng Memorials, to be pald back at . Discussion was held regarding Options to
a later date. the acoustics in the basement. Kim got es-
The balances of accounts as of December timates from Interiors by France for carpet
147 are as follows: and also for thick fabric type wallpaper. He
also got an estimate from Magic Touch for
Checking $12,545.67 carpet in the basement and also for carpet
Building 66,768.15 in the parsonage. Acoustic ceiling tile is
Cemetery 1,542.40 another option. Kim and Jim will talk to the
Interest 584.84 people willing to donate money for the
Lutefisk 0.00 acoustic problem. After exploring the op-
Mercy Fund 506.41 tions, the council felt carpet would be the
Music 20.00 best option at a reasonable cost.
Parking Lot 3,710.00 . Endowment
Worship 678.69 Setting up the fund remains tabled but
Total Assets $ 86,356.16

will return to the agenda monthly until

, . th we get a recommendation prepared.
Pastor's Report (since November9 ™) . A gift of 150 Proctor and Gamble

Made 2 hospital visits, 1 nursing home visit, shares is being given to First Lutheran.
2 home visits Carla/Melanie made a motion to accept

Service at the Baptist Church _ broker at Morgan Stanley Smith Barney
Christmas services will be held as in the and authorize the president, Jim Kaiser,
past: and secretary, Sande Wagner, to act as

December 24th, Thursday - services at 4
p.m. and 10 p.m.

(Continued on next page)



(Continued from previous page)
authorized persons as account representa-
tives for the church with the intent to cash
it out this year. After the stock is cashed
out it will be deposited in savings. Motion
carried.

New Business
The Executive Committee met on December
9" and came up with a list of names for the
Task Force to study our church affiliation.
Those that have accepted to be on the Task
Force as of December 14" are: Monte
Carvell, Gwen DeMontigny, Donna Gunder-
son, Kathy Kaiser, Terry Petersen, Dwight
Rasmussen and Julie Hudson-Schenfisch.
Dale/Randy moved to approve the Task
Force. Motion carried. More names may be
added. Pastor Erik and Monte will begin
working with the group later this month.
Nominating committee will be notified of pos-
sible names to contact for Treasurer, Stew-
ardship, and Education Director Positions
opening up in January.
The annual meeting is set for January 24,
2010 at 11:45 am beginning with soup and
bread before the meeting. All committee re-
ports need to be in the church office no later
than January 12™.
Went over the 2010 budget. Will finalize it in
January after final year-end figures are in.

Transfers In:
None

Transfers Out:
None

The next meeting will be held on January 14th at
7:00 p.m.

Randy/Carla made motion to adjourn. Motion

carried.
Respectfully submitted,

Jeannette Rost, Administrative Secretary

There is a wicker basket in the narthex by the
coat racks with a number of things in them.
Stop by and check it out to see if anything
belongs to you or if you know who the items
may belong to.

The persons listed below were
prayed for by request at
worship this past month through
December 27:

Emily Norton Gardner - daughter of Lori Hardy
Family of Jay Barnick on his death

Bill Lindell

Tom Merkel

Family of Bruce Hanson - uncle of Janet Hanson -
on his death

George Lindeck

Sheldon Berg

Lara Williams - daughter of Kari Wollmuth

Luella Petersen

Dennis Johnson - uncle of Terri Leidholm

Almira Nelson

Harriet Meyhoff

Roger Keller - friend of A.J. Kuntz

Bob Landgren

Gayle Wagner - sister-in-law of Arden & Sande
Wagner

All travelers and students returning from college
Family of Gayle Wagner - sister-in-law of Arden &
Sande Wagner - on her death

Family of Frieda Lukins - grandmother of Wendy
Miller - on her death

Our Military

Strength & healing for our family and friends that
are ill and have recently lost loved ones

If we have missed you or your loved ones, or your
prayer requests, please accept our apologies.

Please let Pastor Erik know before you enter the
hospital for planned surgeries, during any
hospitalization, or about your illnesses and any
special needs that we may pray for you.
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SPC Andrew Richards

KFOR 12 Task Force, Falcon TF LMT Tm4

APO AE 09340

SPC Beckman, Kayla
HHC, TF Defender, Medic
KFOR 12, Camp Bondsteel
APO AE 09340

Sgt. Jordan J. Ternes
KFOR 12 LMT
APO 09340

(Andrew, Kayla & Jordan are currently
serving in Kosovo)

PFC Bradley Klug
HHB, 1-38 FA

Unit # 15735 Box 320
APO AP 96224-5735

Shane Saliler

c/o Vanessa Serrano
1007 McDaniel Creek Cit.
Oviedo, FL 32765

Jonathon A. Ternes
800 Pebblebrook Circle
Apt. #10

Manhattan, KS 66503

The following is a list of men & women who are
currently serving as Active Duty Military Personnel. The
women of First Lutheran will be keeping in contact with

them through cards, packages, etc. We are asking
members of the congregation to please send these
soldiers a card to show our support for their service to
our country. If you know of anyone that should be
included in this list, please contact LeAnn Richard,
Arlene Schwarz or Sharon Chrest. Addresses will be
updated in the bulletins and newsletters as information is

available. Thank You.

David Reisenauer
13886 Ellsworth Lane
Fischers, IN 46038

A1C Nathan L. & Jessica Richard
4880B Lively Court
Scott AFB, IL 62225-5602

Private Martin, Hunter
LOC#18989 MCCES
29 Palms, CA 92278-8253

Zachary Robert Miller
4450 Ridgemont Dr. #121
Abilene, TX 79606

SA Carvell, Jack

BEQ 833 Room 206
320A Dewey Ave.
Great Lakes, IL 60088

Jared Reimer

SPC Chad Reimer

SPC Michael Gedrose

(There is no current address for Jared, Chad or

Michael as they are in the process of deploy-
ment)



Memorial Gifts Given to Special Funds
(Sunday, November 29 to Sunday, December 27)

Fund given to & by whom In Memory of

Building Fund _ by: ....covviiiieee e $0.00
Building Handicap Addition _ by:.........cccccuveennnee. $30.00
Steve & Peggy Wollmuth............ccoveeveeeenns Bette Chase
Steve & Peggy Wollmuth..................... Merna Bowerman
Camp of The Cross_by: ....cccceevviieeiiiiiie e, $40.00
Howard & Elda Johnson............cccccccoeenee Lane Johnson
Dewey & Wanda OSter..........ccccccveeeeennne Gerald Waldera
Cemetery Fund by:......cccoviiiiiiiiii e $0.00
Confirmation Display  bY: ......ccccoceeeviiiieeiiiieeee, $10.00
Sharon Chrest ........ccccevviieeiiiiee, Merna Bowerman
General Fund by:......ccccooviiiiiiiiiicc e, . $285.00
Elmer & Arlene Schwarz..................... Kora Link-Penitani
Elmer & Arlene Schwarz....................... Merna Bowerman
Terry & Donna Gunderson ................... Merna Bowerman
Terry & Donna Gunderson .................. Kora Link-Penitani
George & Laurie Sheldon.................... Merna Bowerman
David & Jeneen LOe ..........occcvvieieiieiniiiiinnen. Larry Schulz
David & Jeneen LOoe .........ccooovuvvieieeieeniiinnee Bette Chase
David & Jeneen Lo€e .........ccocccuvvveeeeeennn. Merna Bowerman
Elray & Lynette Sondrol...........ccccceeevvivnnnnn. Larry Schulz
Elray & Lynette Sondrol....................... Kora Link-Penitani
Leroy & Arlene Bender .........ccccccevveeeeeeccnnnnnnn. Jay Barnick
Clay & Elaine Carr......ccccccvveeeviiiiiiiieeee e Jay Barnick
Clay & Elaine Carr......cccccccveeeeveiiviveenenennn, Esther Wagner
Kim & Brenda Ankenbauer................... Merna Bowerman
Clark & Claudette Ness ...........ccccuvveeeee. Merna Bowerman
Dewey & Wanda Oster.................... John & Madge Oster

(in lieu of poinsettias)............... Chuck & Alma Johnson
Mary SChulz.........ccoooiii, Merna Bowerman
Dale & Carol Kuball ..., Merna Bowerman
Jim & Jan Stoppler ... Loved Ones
Darrell & Sherry Kinnischtzke............... Merna Bowerman
Darrell & Sherry Kinnischtzke.................. DuWayne Crom
Global Missions _ bY:.......cccceceeeiiiiii e, . $0.00
Library by: ..o e $50.00
Ardee Kurle........cccveeeiiiiiiiiies Kora Link-Penitani
Rick & LeAnn Richard ...........ccccccceeee. Merna Bowerman
Rick & LeAnn Richard ...........ccccccieeiiiiiiiinnn. Jay Barnick
Dick & Barbara Brewster ..................... Kora Link-Penitani

Tim & Julie Schenfisch........cccoocvvveniii. Kora Link-Penitani

Fund given to & by whom In Memory of

Lutheran Social Services _ by: ....cccoccveeeeviiiiinennnnn. $0.00
Lutheran World Relief _by:......ccooeeiiiiiiiiiiiiec, $30.00
Tom & Vivian Merkel..........ccccocveeenee Kora Link-Penitani
Tom & Vivian Merkel.........ccccovvveennne. Merna Bowerman
Judy Borlaug........cccocvvveieeeeeiiiiiiieeee, Merna Bowerman
Mercy Fund BY: ...ccoooiiiiieccec e e $0.00
Music Fund by: ...cccooveiiiiiiecc e $115.00
Wes & Sharon Sauer...........ccccvveeeeeennn. Merna Bowerman
Ardee Kurle ..., Merna Bowerman
Dwight & Margaret Rasmussen............ Merna Bowerman
Arden & Sande Wagner.........ccccceveeeeeeccivnnnnn, Jay Barnick
Dick & Barbara Brewster ...................... Merna Bowerman
Terry & Norma Petersen..........cccccuenn... Merna Bowerman
Brad & Cathy Sheldon ...............ccuuee.. Merna Bowerman
Larry & Kathy Keller.........cccccccooveivvnnnn. Merna Bowerman
Brett & Janet Schafer............ccccoeveennne. Merna Bowerman
Dick & Barbara Brewster ..........ccccccceeeenee Gayle Wagner
Parking Lot FUNnd _ by:.....coooiieiiiiieeiciiee e $155.00
A.J. & Doddie Kuntz (4 TiIMeSs) .....ccccevvvuvvnneen. Keith Kuntz
Alton & Brenda Krebsbach (2 Times).............. Herb Fried
David & Ruth Borlaug ...........cccoovuvvneen. Merna Bowerman
Alton & Brenda Krebsbach ................... Merna Bowerman
Sunday School by: ......ccccoiiiiiiii e $0.00
Vacation Bible School _by: .....ccccoooevvviiiiiiiieee. $0.00
World Hunger by:......ccooovveiiiiiiiccie e, . $545.00
ANONYMOUS ...ccevieiiiiiiiiiiie e John & Madge Oster
Jim & ViVranna.......ccccceeeeeiiiiiiiieiee e, Jay Barnick
Jim & ViVranna.......ccccccceeeiiiiiiiiieiieeeees Esther Wagner
ANONYMOUS ... Esther Wagner
Worship Fund _by: .......ccoooiiiiiieee e $200.00
Chase Family......cccccccevviiiviiiiiiee e, Bette Chase




Women of the ELCA

January, 2010

Officers
President:
Vivian Merkel
Vice President:
Ivadell Larson
Secretary:
Ruth Borlaug
Treasurer:
Sylvia Thompson
Growth:
Cindy Thiel
Judy Beaudry
Action:
Carol Kuball
Almira Nelson
Community:
Kathy Kaiser
Jane Gutknecht
Altar Guild: I
Theresa Petersen
Audit: " | 0
Sandy Weisgarber # $ ) A)
LeAnn Richard
Camp of the Cross:
Peggy Moran
Good Cheer:
Judy Borlaug
Marlene Slagg
Kitchen:
Arlene Schwarz
Deb Wisdom
Lefse, Kuchen, Quilt &
Card Sale:
Sylvia Thompson
Donna Kroll
Ruth Borlaug
Library:
Sheila Link
Arlene Schwarz
Sande Wagner I
Sharon Chrest
Norma Petersen "H
Vivian Merkel
Prayer chairmen:
Sande Wagner
Arlene Schwarz
Reception Committee:
Elda Johnson
Service Secretary:
Sharon Chrest
Melissa Chrest




Three years ago, the membership of First
Lutheran was divided into 12 groups that each
took a month to be responsible for ushering
and coffee serving. The idea was that we
could encourage more fellowship and partici-
pation. That also would mean that each of us
only had to volunteer for one Sunday a year.
Please step up and take your turn in service
for your First Lutheran community. The senior
high students have done just that and have
volunteered to usher for the last Sunday of
each month. Let's follow their lead and pitch
in.

Wade & Stacy Boeshans
Edith Bower

Ardythe DeNault

Janice Hanson

Ardee Kurle

Brian & Janet Lazier

Robert & Cindy Leidholm
Wayne & Carol Leidholm
Wayne & Julie Petersen
Dwight & Margaret Rasmussen

The list below is the service group scheduled
for February . The service coordinators are
Dennis & Gayle Johnson . If your name is
on this list, please check the calendar and
see what Sunday in February works best
for you and give Dennis or Gayle a call at
462-8256. If Dennis or Gayle calls you,
please prayerfully consider how you can
help. If you don’t see your name on this list,
your month is coming. Please say yes, when
called. Thank you for doing your part and par-
ticipating in our worship service.

Lowell & Karen Rothmann
Wes & Sharon Sauer
Dean & Sandy Schell

Rani & Kris Schmidt,

Pastor Erik Johnson holding Kaden Schmidt

Kaden Victor Schmidt was born on October 26, 2009 i
Bismarck, ND. He was baptized on December 20, 2009

We welcome Kaden as our newest member of

First Lutheran Church.



Thank you to everyone
9 that donated poinset-
“MaY THE IE@]{® tia's to help decorate

%‘?:QJWHAT the church this Christ-
YOU DONE.” mas season. Please

RUTH 2:12 stop anytime and take
yours home so you can enjoy it there.

We would also like to say a BIG THANK YOU to
everyone that served the church in one way or an-
other this past year. Without your support, contri-
butions and volunteer time First Lutheran would not
be the way it is today. If you are missed below,
please accept our apology and let Jeannette know
in the church office of anyone that was missed that
should be recognized and put in future newsletters.

Pastor Erik for everything he does at First
Lutheran.

The church council for making sure things run
smoothly here at First Lutheran.

Kim & Joan Zimmerman family for their care of
the church.

Laurie Sheldon for taking care of the flowers out-
side in the summer.

Ardee Kurle for decorating and getting people to
help her decorate the church.

All women serving on the FLCW committees.
FLCW for serving potlucks, funerals, etc.

Service group coordinators and everyone willing
to usher and serve coffee when called and
asked.

Our scripture readers.

Our communion assistants.

Our acolytes.

Theresa Petersen for being in charge of altar
and finding people every month to help out.

Our organists, Theresa Petersen, LeAnn Rich-
ard, Kathryn Johnson, and Tim Schenfisch.

Judy Borlaug for making the communion bread.
Our money counters that count the offering every
week - Arden Wagner, Carol Kuball, Sharon
Chrest and Sharon Sauer.

Sunday School and VBS teachers and helpers
for volunteering their time.

Choir, bell choirs, Sunday School and all other
special music throughout this past year.

Randy Hall for directing the choir.

Gwen Hall for directing the bell choirs.

Our quilters.

Our library committee.

Everything the LYO does and Sarah does with
them.

Everyone that helped with the parsonage, office
and handicap projects.

All of you who have done things around First
Lutheran that do not wish to be recognized.
Everyone that helped Jeannette out in the office.

GANP OF ThiE CRODS NEWS

** January 15-16 Scout Weekend

** January 23 Fundraiser - Pinochle,
Lord of Life, Bismarck

** January 29-30 A Threefold Cord

** February 28 CCM Annual Meeting -
First Lutheran, Washburn

** February 26-28 Artistic Creations

** March 5-7 Quilting Away

* Watch for "GUARDIANS SUMMER 2010"
brochures that will be coming out soon.

** Looking for Summer Staff 2010 - see en-
closed January 2010 Prairie Lake News for

more information.

** Help raise money for the camp simply by us-
ing GoodSearch and GoodShop when web
searching and online shopping!! See Janu-
ary 2010 Prairie Lake News for more infor-
mation.

Remember to drop off the unused CCM ad-
dressed envelopes in the mailbox designated
at the top left of the mailboxes in the narthex so
they can be returned to CCM to be reused.

Thank you
Peggy Moran



JANUARY WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS

SUNDAY USHERS/GREETERS - 9:30 AM
3 - Dale & Carol Kuball
Brad & Cathy Sheldon
10 - Dick & Kitty Tweeten
Rick & Laura Tweeten
17 - Sandy & Adam Jorgenson
Dale & Carol Kuball
24 - Mac & Judy Beaudry
Becky Heringer
31-Sr.LYO

SCRIPTURE READER
Brent Petersen
31-Sr.LYO

ACOLYTES
3 - Grant Tweeten & Bryan Thiel
10 - Kayle Borner & Jonathan Melvard
17 - Kennedy Retterath & Lindsey Zimmerman
24 - Matthew Richard & Bryan Thiel
31 - Cheyenne Charging & Alyssa Kadrmas

ALTAR CARE
Gayle Johnson & Mary Lauf

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS
3 - Margaret Rasmussen
17 - Carla Bickert

COFFEE HOUR SERVERS
3 -Dale & Carol Kuball

10 - Kitty Tweeten

17 -Dale & Carol Kuball

24 - Mac Beaudry

31 - Mac Beaudry

SERVICE GROUP COORDINATORS
Mac & Judy Beaudry

Our sympathy goes out to:
Bruce Hanson
mother, Frieda Lukins

Gayle Wagner

Randy & Janet Hanson and family on the death of Janet's Uncle,
Monte & Wendy Miller and family on the death of Wendy’s Grand-

Arden & Sande Wagner and family on the death of their sister-in-law,

May God give them comfort and strength in this time of sorrow.

There are a number of 2010 offering envelopes
for members of First Lutheran that have not
been picked up. If you have not yet picked
yours up, please do so now to save the church
postage in sending them out. If you are a
member of First Lutheran you should have a
mailbox and offering envelopes. If you do not
find either one for you, please let Jeannette
know in the office so she can get one for you.

Please have all committee reports for the
annual report booklet to the church office,
ready to be copied, by January 12th. You
can either drop them off at the church office
or e-mail them to flcelca@westriv.com. If
you are not sure if you need to be getting a
report in for the booklet, please contact
Jeannette in the church office. Booklets
will be ready to be picked up on January
17th to look over and bring back with you
for the January 24th Annual Meeting.




As you have seen in the council minutes, the church
council is working on resolving the acoustic problem
in the basement and hope to have it taken care of in
2010. First Lutheran has received a generous contri-
bution towards this project. We would like to thank
the party that donated funds to get the project going.
It is very much appreciated.

We are now looking for donations to fund the rest of
the project. Donations should be marked “acoustic
project”. We would like to see these donations
above and beyond your regular general giving.

Thank you for supporting this project!

Thank you for remembering us with cards, gifts and
personal greetings during this Christmas season.
Also, thank you to the Church Council and all the
members of First Lutheran for the gift certificate to
the Painted Woods Golf Course. We realize how
blessed we are to be here with you. Thank you very
much! Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you
all!

Pastor Erik & Kathryn Johnson

I'd like to thank the church council for the beautiful
Christmas centerpiece you gave me for Christmas.
Also, thank you to the members that also gave me
gifts. It was all very unexpected! You all make it a
joy to be working here. Thank you once again! Have
a Happy New Year!

Jeannette Rost

Thank you to the preschool thru sixth
grade Sunday School youth for the won-
derful job you did presenting the Christ-
mas story. Thank you also to Gwen
Hall for directing the program, the
teachers, parents and anyone else that
was involved in the program and getting
the youth to Sunday School and prac-
tice.

A big round of applause to the choir for
all their hard work and excellent presen-
tation of “The Mystery and the Majesty”
cantata. Thank you also to Randy Hall
for directing the choir throughout the
year. We have such a great choir!!!

Thank you to Val Swanson and Sande
Wagner for your help finishing up the
newsletter in November for mailing out.
Also to Gwen DeMontigny for coming in
and going through all the pencils, green
and yellow cards and straightening up
the hymnals for me on Christmas Eve.

Your help is very much appreciated!

Jeannette



“Working hand in hand

to

know Christ and make

Christ known through

Worship, Christian
Education, Caring

Ministries, and Service.”

January, 2010 Newslette
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